Poultney Selectboard
Meeting Minutes
Monday, September 28, 2026 – 6:30 pm
Poultney Town Office, 9 Main Street, Poultney and via Zoom

Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/dX5d-oqvtF-_0E8KvqAb7R677l3s3h6mn0Act0aDo9XAGHSu0c8LjV2GC-tqMs8U.faImP3cdVmH36-7j 
Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance: Sheryl Porrier called the meeting to order and  led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Selectboard members present included: Sheryl Porrier, Alan-Glen Burnell and Jay Morgan. Also present were Paul A. Donaldson, Joel Roberts, Highway Foreman, Nate Slentz, James Patterson and Patty Davenport.  Members of the public attending via Zoom included Michael Miller, Karen Guttman, Jonathan Andrews, Karen Atwood, Sophia Buckley-Clement, Janice B. Edwards, Nancy Blair, and Mary Sue Reed.
Adoption of the Agenda: Jay Morgan made a motion to adopt the Agenda.   Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Approval of Minutes: Alen-Glen Burnell made a motion to approve the minutes of 9-14-26.   Jay Morgan seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Road Report: Joel Roberts reported the following:
-We are just finishing up Grants In Aid work on Lewis Road and  Walker Road, as well as the culvert on Hillside by Bahan Pond.  We also did a culvert on Hillside and Lewis Road, moving the 60-80 foot run more perpendicular to the road..
-The Town of Wells assisted us with three days of roadside mowing. The gravel roads were all done with the exception of a portion on Watkins, and Birdseye.
-The tractor is at Capital tractor.  There was discussion about purchasing a new or a used axle.  He believes it would be a small savings to buy used but needs to find out that amount and whether there is a warranty of used vs. new.  The new sleeve is $4,283.11.
-Soon we will be removing the crown off the gravel roads for winter time.
-The wood boiler at the garage needs attention.  There is a water leak somewhere.  Chris Rainer has a contract with Heatmore to do their work.
Community Development: - We are close to finalize contract with RRPC and Architend for the MERP project.  He will send the board the lates scope of work and contract to review.

Town Manager’s Report:

-Paul Donaldson circulated to the board the Personnel Policy template we received from the attorney as well as our current policy.
-There was no interest submitted for the Selectboard vacancy.  We will need to advertise and post the position again.
-He thanked Toby Crispen from SVT for doing work on the trails behind the Stonebridge.  She is working through AmeriCorps.  Emelie Severance also did some plantings for us as well as removal of poison parsnip.
-VHB has been providing us a report for our bridge conditions so we can formulate bridge maintenance and repair schedules.
-PDRC has asked up to execute a Letter of Attestation that the town will continue allocating funds to the PDRC, even in light of a grant they receive for their administration.  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to sign the attestation.  Jay Morgan seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.
-Because October 12 is Indigenous Peoples Day, we will have a meeting on October 19, and October 26.  Sheryl Porrier will check to be sure these dates work for Abby Teetor.
-Church Street will be closed for a few hours on Sunday, October 4 from Beaman Street to Kapp Street.  There will be a VT Alert for this closure.

Transact Any Other Lawful Business:  Sheryl Porrier thanked the Village employees and the Poultney Rotary for a successful Chili Cookoff.  She also stated that the Historical Society sponsored the viewing of Lost Nation at the PHS, it was attended by 50-60 people.

Rutland Regional Planning Commission:  Joel Roberts reported that the TAC met last Thursday, and was attended by Representative Keyser, who appeared to be interested in peoples comments and feedback.  Ethan Peppin form the RRPC discussed issues related to improvements to 22A and Route 7.  There are six segments on Route 7 that need improvements this year.  The next REMC meeting is October 14, at 5:30PM.

Public Comments:
-James Patterson suggested the Town should hire a local person to be the Town’s “Handyman” for maintenance projects.  He questioned how the Town could sustain a 20% increase year after year in the budgets..  He inquired about the total repairs for the tractor.  Joel Roberts stated the total for the axel and the mower head was $17,000 or so, not just the axle.  He questioned why the town mows so far back off the highway.  There was discussion about the need to keep trees from growing to close to the roads, and for improved sight distance.
-Patty Davenport questioned why soils were not being reused at the bridge project.  Paul Donaldson stated where soils could be reused they were being used.
-Nate Slentz would like the board to consider putting up banners to honor Town veterans.  Paul Donaldson stated a woman in town was working on that plan, and will put Nate in touch with her.
-Mary Sue Reed thanked the town for properly handling lead contaminated soils.  She asked about the status of tax sales.  Paul Donaldson stated the attorney’s office is working on it.  There were a couple of payment plans we needed assistance with from the attorney.
Board Orders:  Jay Morgan made a motion to approve the board orders.  Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.
Executive Session: 
At 7:42PM, Alan-Glen Burnell made the following motion: “Pursuant to ONE V.S.A. section 313(a)(1), I make a motion that this board finds that premature general public knowledge would clearly place this board or a person involved at a substantial disadvantage if certain matters related to contract matters and personnel matters were discussed outside of an executive session. Jay Morgan seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.
At 4:42PM Alan-Glen Burnell further made the following motion: “Pursuant to ONE V.S.A. section 313(a)(1)(A), I make a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss contract matters and personnel matters. Jay Morgan seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.  The board entered into Executive Session with Paul Donaldson.
At 8:20PM, Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to leave Executive Session. Jay Morgan seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.  No action taken.
Adjournment:  Jay Morgan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.

s/Paul A. Donaldson





