Poultney Selectboard
Meeting Minutes
Monday, August 24, 2026 – 6:30 pm
Poultney Town Office, 9 Main Street, Poultney and via Zoom

There were technical difficulties with the Zoom recording.
Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance: Sheryl Porrier called the meeting to order and  led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Selectboard members present included: Sheryl Porrier, Alan-Glen Burnell, Abby Teetor and Jay Morgan. Also present were Paul A. Donaldson, Karen Guttman, Jonathen Andrews, Patty Davenport, Keith Williams, Ben Turner, Carol Stierle, Carol Bunce, Nate Slentz and James Patterson.  Members of the public attending via Zoom included Mary Sue Reed and Karen Atwood.
Adoption of the Agenda: Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to adopt the Agenda.   Jay Morgan seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Approval of Minutes: Jay Morgan made a motion to approve the minutes of 8-10-26, and 8-10-26 Special Tax Rate Meeting.   Abby Teetor seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Road Report: Paul Donaldson reported that the crew continues to work on road grading, and have been dealing with a beaver in a culvert on Saltis Road.  The roadside mower is still off duty for repairs, we added new reflective markers on all trucks, and highway equipment that travel the roadways.
Community Development: - Discussion about the scope of work for the MERP projects.  Some members of the public desire to have more local contractors involved in these types of projects.  Paul Donaldson stated the RFPs are published in a forum open for all to see, and can no control who does and does not bid on projects.  Discussion about the window efficiency at the Senior Center, and drainage issues/water in the basement of the town office.

Town Manager’s Report:

-We have heard from the attorney regarding updating our Personnel Policy.  We will work from their model policy and tweak the same for Poultney specific policies.  We have yet to receive a model policy.

-We have received the letter of resignation of Valerie Broughton for the Selectboard, and we have to publish the vacancy for 10 days in a local paper, and the new member will be appointed thereafter by the board at the next regular meeting after the expiration of the 10-day notice.  The notice will be on the website, Lakeside News, and posted at the usual posting spots in town.

Transact Any Other Lawful Business:  Valerie Broughton will be moving out of town soon.  She needs to furnish her letter of resignation.

Rutland Regional Planning Commission:  Still on summer break.

Public Comments:
-James Patterson brought forth concerns regarding the crew doing things unnecessarily, such as pushing back snowbanks when warm weather is expected, and that we should not mow roadsides but for 2-3feet off the edge of the road.  He wanted to discuss highway budget line items, and the board advised him to come back during budget meetings.  He believes taxes are too high, and continue to go up.  Paul Donaldson stated he was pleased with more people coming to meetings of the board and that the public is welcome to attend meetings, he also urged Mr. Patterson to attend school board meetings.
-Patty Davenport wants tax bills to go out sooner than they have been.  Paul Donaldson stated bills were mailed more than 30 days prior to the first discount date.  30 days is the required period of time by statute.
-Discussion about the sidewalk project at the elementary school.  Paul Donaldson stated the Town, and the Selectboard have nothing to do with the project.  It is a school project, with some Village of Poultney involvement as well.
-Mary Sue Reed commented the roadside mowing consists of mowing intersections among other things outside of the three-foot shoulder mowing.  She also stated we should look into a better way to humanely deal with beavers.
-Nate Slentz presented to the board a petition to the Poultney Planning Commission requesting a discontinuance of consideration of the Proposed Short-Term Rental Ordinance with 185 signatures in support.  He matter has not come to the Selectboard yet.
Board Orders:  Abby Teetor made a motion to approve the board orders.  Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.
Executive Session:  None.
Adjournment:  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jay Morgan seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.

s/Paul A. Donaldson



