Poultney Board of Selectmen
Poultney Village Board of Trustees
Special Merger Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 27, 2026 – 5:30 PM
Poultney Town Office and via Zoom

Zoom Recording: https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/mqNhXByVoUT23HEB9IVzKdSK4EtxJkEGVeWB9GwN_epWNoknnVI7WyNyXEpKquEN.sP54BwRuwUCCPScI 
Joe DeBonis called the meeting to order. Selectmen present included: Sheryl Porrier, Alan-Glen Burnell and Valerie Broughton, and Abby Teetor (not on the Committee). Village Board of Trustees present included Joe DeBonis, Idris Atwood, Gerri Harrison, Ben Worthing (via Zoom) and Bonnie Gray (not on the Committee). Other appointed members of the committee present included: Carol Bunce and Nic Stark.  Others present included Paul A. Donaldson, Karen Guttman and Jaime Lee.  Others appearing via Zoom were Ben Thirkield (who had previously resigned from the Committee), Pat Davenport, and Janice B. Edwards.
Adoption of the Agenda: Sheryl Porrier made a motion to adopt the agenda. Idris Atwood seconded the motion. Motion carried.  Paul Donaldson clarified that since Ben Worthing had been appointed to finish the remainder of the term of Robert Williams, he is a member of the Committee since Robert Williams was on the Committee.  He also clarified that Abby Teetor was not a member of the Committee.  Board consensus agreed with Mr. Donaldson with both of these points.
Approval of Minutes:   Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to approve the minutes of 10-20-2025. Valerie Broughton seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Merger Discussion:
· Paul Donaldson had previously circulated to the Committee the Consultant’s Merger Report, and addendums thereto.  Discussion followed.  Paul Donaldson stated that the Village Trustees were just starting to explore a restructuring of the water and sewer rat structures.  He stated that the Trustees have also discussed Town contributions to the water system to help maintain and pay for the water infrastructure, including the fire hydrant infrastructure.  Discussion followed.
· The board set the next Merger Meeting for 5:30PM on May, 11, 2026.
Public Comments & Questions:  Bonnie Gray and Jaime Lee made comments about the merger discussion, and whether the Town would be amenable to sharing in the expenses to maintain the water infrastructure.
Adjournment:  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to adjourn. Valerie Broughton seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
s/ Paul A. Donaldson
