Poultney Selectboard
Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 13, 2026 – 6:30 pm
Poultney Town Office, 9 Main Street, Poultney and via Zoom

Zoom Recording located here:
 https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/LYa033rCmALonsxdMHHwnFx5EHp23khRVm8PtDGOf52ErVHhQ76MMZkD7azWE3h2.7Dt-WiVBbLkvQZP7  
Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance: Sheryl Porrier called the meeting to order and  led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Selectboard members present included: Sheryl Porrier, Alan-Glen Burnell, Valerie Broughton, Jay Morgan and Abby Teetor. Also present were Paul A. Donaldson, Joel Roberts, Carol Stierle, Jean Pagliughi, Esq. (representing Amy Chandler), Karen Guttman, Ann Nesbit, Peter Robinson, Christine Deppart, Pam Sheaffer, Susan Roberts, Cassandra Chandler Allen, Patience Carpenter, Ford Allen, Mary Sue reed, Bill Ramsey, Paula Seamans, Jane Williams, and Laurie Provin.  Members of the public attending via Zoom included Janice B. Edwards Patda, Mark Flynn, 1819, Michael, Jesse Rose, Maggie O’Brien from the RRPC, John, Billy Jones, Alicia Marcey, and John.
Adoption of the Agenda: Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to adopt the Agenda.  Abby Teetor seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Approval of Minutes: Abby Teetor made a motion to approve the minutes of 3-23-26.  Valerie Broughton seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Road Report: Joel Roberts reported the following:
-On April 18, two trees will be removed  from the town office property near the communications antenna.
-Once the roads have dried out some more, we will be grading roads and making road repairs.
-We have done some dump spreading on some roads where roads were particularly bad.
-The boom mower repairs are almost done, and we should have the tractor back by the end of this week, or beginning of next week.
-We will be ditching on Jones Road soon which will take about a week.
-The crew needs to finish the work on Windy Wood Acres which we started the end of last fall.
-We anticipate a salt shortage this coming winter, and trying to come up with some storage solutions since our salt shed is so small.
-Chloride prices have gone up from $1.11 per unit to $1.21 per unit.
-The F600 will be in Burlington this week for upfitting, and is expected to take 3-4 weeks to complete.
-We have the ATV and No ATV signs that will go up this week.
-The crew assisted the Village with removal of the dilapidated garage at the old firehouse.
-The new signs at the transfer Station have been put up, and the chains around the scrap metal bin has been reinforced and repaired.
Community Development: - Discussion re: the MERP RFPs we have received.  We received 3 bids.  Jay Morgan made a motion to award the contract to Architend.  Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.

Town Manager’s Report:

-The board conducted a Potentially Vicious Dog Complaint against the owner of the dog, Cassandra Chandler Allen.  Susan Roberts has alleged the dog had been acting aggressive towards her and her domesticated cats.  The allegations were not denied by Cassandra Chandler Allen.  A number of people present offered their own experiences with this dog in questions, as well as other dogs kept at the Chandler residence at 191 River Street.  Paul Donaldson stated that these dogs in question is what prompted the Selectboard to amend its Animal Control Ordinance to address “potentially vicious dogs.  Cassandra wasn’t clear on how many dogs are kept at the residence, and/or the owners of the dogs.  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion that the Board should order Cassandra Chandler Allen to chain and muzzle the dog in question, a black German Shepard named Bilou, when the dog is outside the residence.  Jay Morgan seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.

-The discussion regarding the old Fire Department brush truck was tabled until next meeting to allow for Chief Kerber, and the assistant fire chiefs to participate in the discussion.

-Valerie Broughton made a motion to approve the liquor licenses of Whaleback Vineyard, American Legion, and the Tasteful Station.  Abby Teetor seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor, with the exception of Alan-Glen Burnell abstaining from the decision as to Whaleback Vineyard.

-Paul Donaldson reported to the board that he needs to report ARPA information this month.

-Paul Donaldson reported he continues to work with some delinquent taxpayers on payment plans, and some are going to tax sale.  He hopes to have a full report at the next meeting.

-We have received some inquires about our RFP for our Capital Planning Grant.  The bids are due mid-May.

-Paul Donaldson reported the duties of the Energy Coordinator for the Town of Poultney.

-The Merger Committee will meet on April 27, 2026 at 5:30PM.

-Discussion re: contaminated soil disposal on the South Street bridge project.  We received a preliminary cost estimate from the State of Vermont of over $250,000.00.  This cost is the responsibility of the Town of Poultney.  We do not have that much funds in our bridge maintenance fund, and we also have a bridge inventory project upcoming that will need to be funded through that fund.  The State did say we could discuss a payment plan.  Paul Donaldson needs to explore other options. 

Transact Any Other Lawful Selectboard Business: Sheryl Porrier will explore getting an AED for the Town Office.

Rutland Regional Planning Commission:  None.
Public Comments:  
-Mary Sue Reed asked which properties are being considered for MERP.  Phase 1 is the Town Office, and Senior Center.  Phase 2, if there are remaining funds are the Highway Garage and the Stonebridge.  She appreciated the definition of the Energy Coordinator.
-Attorney Pagliughi submitted to the board photographs of the outside and inside of 191 River Street which is owned by her client, Amy Chandler.  Amy Chandler is in the process of evicting Cassandra and other occupants of the house.  The photos showed an abundance of garbage in and outside.  She also alleged a failing septic system, which is being investigated by VT ANR, case number 26 EC 000228.  She provided to the board some alleged communications from Cassandra Chandler to her mother, Amy Chandler.  The attorney reiterated her request that all communications to Amy be directed to the attorney.  She advised Mr. Donaldson could use his discretion in speaking with Amy on occasions that Amy engages Mr. Donaldson.

Board Orders: Alan-Glen Brunell made a motion to sign the board orders.  Valerie Broughton seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all in favor.
Executive Session:
At 7:57PM, Alan-Glen Burnell made the following motion:  Pursuant to ONE V.S.A. section 313(a)(1),I make a motion that this board finds that premature general public knowledge would clearly place this board or a person involved at a substantial disadvantage if certain matters related to personnel matters were discussed outside of an executive session.  Jay Morgan seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.  At 7:57PM, Alan-Glen Burnell made the following motion:  Pursuant to ONE V.S.A. section 313(a)(1)(A), I make a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.  Jay Morgan seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.
At 8:34PM, Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to leave Executive Session.  Jay Morgan seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.  Abby Teetor made a motion to contract with Laura Williams to assist with the Recreation program and the 4th of July activities.  Valerie Broughton seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.
Adjournment:  Jay Morgan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.

s/Paul A. Donaldson
