Poultney Selectboard
Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 23, 2026 – 6:30 pm
Poultney Town Office, 9 Main Street, Poultney and via Zoom

Zoom Recording located here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/IzBwtnHe-hd6_JLTD5G-f6qE4DRx6_UzjfVNe2uUzwMxZkdf9E7Dx8sSVbpA5Hpz.4rLsII1f4GfbO5HN 
Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance:
Sheryl Porrier called the meeting to order and led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Selectboard members present included: Sheryl Porrier, Alan-Glen Burnell, Valerie Broughton, Jay Morgan and Abby Teetor. Also present were Paul A. Donaldson, Joel Roberts, Sarah Pelkey, Aaron Kerber, Angelo Nottoli, Brandon Bogucki, Karen Gutmann, Carol Stierle, Patty Davenport, Nic Stark, Michelle McCarron, Maggie O’Brien from the RRPC, Mary Sue Reed, Owen Teetor, Toby Crispen, Allie Kaye, and Sinclair Beck Sinclair, Courtney Behnken.  Members of the public attending via Zoom included Janice B. Edwards, Ben Thirkield, Mark Flynn, Karen and Idris Atwood, Conference Room, Wendy Thacker, 1819, Michael, Caitrin Maloney, Tom Hand (consultant), Andrew Volansky (consultant), Jon Severinghaus (consultant), Peter Kelley, Iphone, Susan Olshuff, Rebecca, Rebecca, and owner.
Adoption of the Agenda:  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to adopt the Agenda.  Valerie Broughton seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Approval of Minutes:  Valerie Broughton made a motion to approve the minutes of 3-9-26.  Jay Morgan seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Road Report: Joel Roberts reported the following:
-We had a successful CPR and First Aid Training at the firehouse.
-town garage continues to have excessive leaks, now the tools and equipment are rusting.
-road grading will probably not happen until May as the roads need to dry out quite a bit, and frost heaves need to settle.
-We are working on identifying paving for this season.  We will get prices form milling, which Wilk has advised costs about $30,000 per mile.  We are looking at Hillside, Farnham, and White Roads.
-the traffic lights on the South Street bridge went out again this Sunday.  Mark Flynn asked whether we could do something when emergency vehicles need to use the bridge.  Chief Kerber stated they try to direct traffic when they are using the bridge in emergencies.
-The highway crew has shoveled the roof at the town office about six times this winter.
-We are already being told that there will likely be a salt shortage next winter.

Community Development: - Sarah Pelkey along with Tom Hand (consultant), Andrew Volansky (consultant), Jon Severinghaus (consultant) presented to the Town To Trails conceptual  Community Rec Hub Proposal – Town Garage Property.  The project was funded by an Outdoor Recreation Roundtable Grant (Poultney was one of four communities nationwide selected in 2025 to participate in this grant).  A link to the presentation may be accessed here:

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZyRqglF7AA_sIvN-UTEsJIKsfSiGntF087FPasbj6D0/edit?usp=sharing


Town Manager’s Report:

-Maggie O’Brien presented to the board the status of our MERP projects.  We have received several bids in response to our RFPs.  The bids will be circulated to the board for consideration.  We should be prepared to respond to these bids at the next Selectboard meeting.  Maggie revied the Act 172 – MERP Bid Prioritization Guidance which inform the process.

-Paul Donaldson stated that we have had several tax payment plans for delinquent taxes, some of which are not yet signed, and some delinquent tax payers have paid all of their delinquent taxes.  There are a number of delinquent payers that made no response to our letter, and those will go to tax sale.  We will have a more thorough report at our next Selectboard Meeting.

-Three liquor license renewals were presented for Lake St Catherine Country Club, Poultney Pub and Shaws.  Jay Morgan made a motion to approve the renewals.  Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.

-Paul Donaldson stated the RFPS for the Capital Planning Grant were posted today.

-Discussion about enrolling the Highway Garage property into the Brownfields Reuse Program.  Jay Morgan made a motion to enroll the property.  Abby Teetor seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.

-Paul Donaldson stated he was going to schedule a Merger Committee meeting for April 27, 2026 at 5:30PM.

-Discussion re: Grants-In-Aid for our MRGP work.  Jay Morgan made a motion to issue a Letter of Intent to participate in Grants-In-Aid for FY27.  Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor. 
Transact any Other Lawful Selectboard Business: Chief Kerber circulated the February Captain’s Report.  The FD participated in Maplefest, as did the Poultney Rescue Squad.  The truck build is progressing along.
Rutland Regional Planning Commission:  None.



Public Comments:  
-Michelle McCarron asked whether the town has considered moving the highway department in phases.  Sheryl Porrier stated that we first need to figure out if, and where, the facility will be moved to.
-Courtney Behnken inquired about the status of filling Sarah Pelkey’s position.  Paul Donaldson stated we are working on a contractual basis currently focusing on the campus property, and that we do plan to fill the position once that settles a bit.
-Patty Davenport asked when the South Street bridge will be removed, as she wants to continue documenting the process.  We are not yet told when the bridge will be removed.
-Mary Sue Reed asked (a) when will the new zoning fee schedule be posted on the website.  Response: we thought it was already, we will look into it; (b)  When will the Appointments be undated on the website?  Response: we will have to check on that; (c) What is Paul’s role as the “Service Officer?  Response: when the town is sued, paperwork is to be served on Paul; (d) what is Paul’s role as “Energy Coordinator”?  Response: Not sure, will have to look into how to best explain this;  (e)  What is Bruce Williams role as “Clerk of the Works” for the MERP projects?  Response: He will act as the Town’s agent to be sure the job is run smoothly and in accordance with the contracted project; (f) What is going on with the campus, it would be nice if Mr. Bhakta gave the Town some of the buildings?  Response:  we have not been formally notified by Mr. Bhakta about the status of the project, we know as much as anyone else; (g) Who is the new employee at the Town Office?  Response: We are training Linda Baptie to act in a fill-in for Neija’s position, for sick days, vacation, personal days, etc.  Formerly Susan Kashuba filled this position.
Board Orders: Alan-Glen Brunell made a motion to sign the board orders.  Valerie Broughton seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all in favor.
Executive Session:
At 8:26PM, Alan-Glen Burnell made the following motion:  Pursuant to ONE V.S.A. section 313(a)(1),I make a motion that this board finds that premature general public knowledge would clearly place this board or a person involved at a substantial disadvantage if certain matters related to litigation were discussed outside of an executive session.  Jay Morgan seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.  At 8:27PM, Alan-Glen Burnell made the following motion:  Pursuant to ONE V.S.A. section 313(a)(1)(A), I make a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss litigation matters.  Abby Teetor seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.
At 9:02PM, Jay Morgan made a motion to leave Executive Session.  Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.  No action taken.
Adjournment:  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Valerie Broughton seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.

s/Paul A. Donaldson



