Poultney Selectboard
Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 22, 2025 – 6:30 pm
Poultney Town Office, 9 Main Street, Poultney and via Zoom

Zoom Recording located here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/2dkm1vT1Io9Tezib64E4jqcJuUjhMe464UbHr-FDxKxE6wmiQrklu78XWsCj4P67.AuGzsWZEHyLq2Wtc 
Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance:
Sheryl Porrier called the meeting to order and led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Selectboard members present included: Sheryl Porrier, Alan-Glen Burnell, Mark Teetor, and Valerie Broughton. Also present were Paul A. Donaldson, Joel Roberts, Sarah Pelkey, Stephanie Smith, Renae White, Johnathan Andrews, Alyssa McMahon, Cindy McMahon, Mary Sue Reed, Sandy Waite-Jones, Devon Fowler, Pat Davenport and Carol Bunce.  Members of the public attending via Zoom included Sophia Buckley-Clement, Iphone 182, Amanda Johnson, Nancy, The Poultney Journal, Michelle’s Iphone, Rachel and Jane’s Iphone.
Adoption of the Agenda:  Mark Teetor made a motion to adopt the Agenda with the addition of Zoning Fee Schedule discussion.  Valerie Broughton seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Approval of Minutes:  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to approve the minutes of 12-8-25.  Mark Teetor seconded the motion. Motion passed with all in favor.
Road Report: Joel Roberts reported the following:
-the 2014 Western Star had an issues with the sander; the crew had to repair the same during the last winter event.
-The guardrails on Route 140 have been installed, with SVT users in mind to allow them to traverse on the inside of the guardrails.
-This past weekend we had to repair the flashing lights on the South Street bridge.  We spent about 5-6 hours doing this for Winn Construction.
-Discussion about the heights of mailboxes per USPS guidelines.  If mail boxes are installed properly it will allow for the wing plows to clear the boxes without damaging them.
-He reminded the public that although the air temperature may be warmer, the ground is often much colder and flash freezing, especially on the gravel roads, is very likely when we have rain events.
Community Development: Sarah Pelkey shared statistics about the retail sales and use tax receipts in Poultney over the last 10 years.  She also discussed census data compiled in 2020, including age demographics and medium household incomes.  Contrary to other parts of Vermont, Poultney’s age demographics are trending to lower ages.
Town Manager’s Report:
-Vicious dog complaints hearing, re: Bhakta dogs.  The Bhaktas are aware of this hearing, and were served with paperwork from Constable Kerber.  Paul Donaldson was advised by Mr. Bhakta that he was out of town.  He has been provided with the zoom link to this hearing.  The board heard information about people witnessing the Bhakta dogs off campus, chasing animals, killing cats, attacking pigs, terrorizing people, attacking a dog on leash walking the Poultney River Loop.  We have been told the dogs are off campus at a kennel and they are trying to be re-homed, although we have yet to confirm the truth of this information with the Bhaktas.  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to order the Bhakta dogs to remain chained and muzzled when not inside, both on the campus and off the campus.  Valerie Broughton seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.  Mr. Bhakta then appeared via Zoom.  Further discussion ensued.  Mr. Bhakta was advised what the order was.  He stated that the dogs were undergoing additional training, and seemed to indicate the plan was to keep the dogs on campus.  He was told that if these dogs continue to be an issue the board may make further sever orders.
-Paul Donaldson advised that anyone who wants to run for a seat on the Selectboard, the due date to file the petition is by 5PM on January 26, 2026.
-The board set a budget meeting for Monday, January 5, 2026 at 4:30PM.
-Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to approve the liquor licenses of Toad’s  Burgers.  Mark Teetor seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.
-Valerie Broughton made a motion to close the town offices on December 26, 2025.  Alan-Glen Burnell seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.
Transact any Other Lawful Selectboard Business:  Mark Teetor recirculated the Zoning Fees Schedule that the Planning Commission has proposed.  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to adopt the fee schedule, to become effective on January 1, 2026.  Valerie Broughton seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor. 
Rutland Regional Planning Commission:
Nothing to report.
Public Comments:  
Carol Bunce asked when will the zoning fee schedule become effective and requested that the zoning fee schedule be put on the website.
Board Orders:  Mark Teetor made a motion to sign the board orders.  Valerie Broughton seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all in favor.
Executive Session:  None.
Adjournment:  Alan-Glen Burnell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mark Teetor seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.

s/Paul A. Donaldson
