


Poultney Development Review Board
Hearing Minutes
Wednesday, January 22, 2026 – 6:00 PM
Poultney Town Offices, 9 Main Street | Hybrid via Zoom

Board Members present were Jaime Lee (Chair), Jonathan Andrews, Margaret Mug, and Ben Thirkield. Mark Teetor was absent. Applicant Ercan Hocalar joined in person. Also present was Karen Gutman of the Poultney Journal. 

There were no interested parties in attendance for Application 25-37.

1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM. 
2. Continuation of Public Hearing – Application 25-37: Chair Lee noted for the record that this was a continuation of a public hearing originally opened on December 10, 2025 and continued to January 22, 2026 to allow the Applicant the opportunity to finalize measurements and submit an updated site plan or other supporting materials reflecting on-the-ground conditions.
Chair Lee reviewed the procedural posture of the hearing and noted that:
· No interested parties had requested party status.
· No interested parties were present at this continuation hearing.
· No testimony from interested persons was anticipated. 

Testimony and Discussion
The Applicant presented photographs of the existing deck in context with the existing single-family structure and the lakeshore. The Applicant reviewed these photographs with the Board and confirmed updated measurements related to the site.
The Applicant confirmed that the principal structure is located between approximately 38 feet and 48 feet from the shoreline. The Applicant further confirmed that the existing deck is approximately 3 feet in depth, resulting in a setback from the lakeshore side of between approximately 35 feet and 45 feet.
The Applicant stated that the existing deck lacks structural integrity and must be removed and replaced for safety reasons. The Applicant noted concerns with the condition of posts and connections and indicated an intent to engage qualified professionals to design a structurally sound replacement that complies with applicable zoning requirements.
The Applicant further stated an intent to work within the Town’s regulatory framework and to minimize impacts to the shoreline and surrounding area.
Board members asked clarifying questions regarding:
· Replacement versus expansion of an existing nonconforming feature,
· The applicability of Lakeshore District standards to attached decks,
· Measurement methodology and shoreline setback calculations.
Board discussion included general commentary on the purpose of shoreline setback regulations and acknowledgment that many lakeshore structures predate current zoning standards. Members noted that shoreline protections have evolved over time to address cumulative environmental and land-use impacts.
Public Comments
Chair Lee opened the hearing to the public for comments. No members of the public, including Ms. Gutman, offered comment. With no further testimony, Chair Lee closed the hearing to public comment.
Board Action
Margaret Mug made a motion to close the hearing to new testimony and enter Deliberative Session. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Andrews. Oral vote unanimous; motion carried. 


Respectfully submitted,
Jaime Lee, DRB Chair



